Sensitivity of cultured rat hepatocytes to aflatoxin B1 and benzo(a)pyrene.
We have tested the sensitivity of a cloned rat hepatocyte line, RL-PR-C, to aflatoxin B1 and benzo(a)pyrene as a function of population-doubling level. The cells were much more sensitive to the cytotoxic action of these agents subsequent to 230 population doublings. This sensitivity corresponded to the enhanced inducibility of aryl hydrocarbon hydroxylase activity by 3-methylcholanthrene.